McGuffey Qualitative Spelling Inventory
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Directions: 

· Start the spelling inventory with the highest instructional level of the WRI flashed (50-90% fl). 

· Explain to the student that you will say the word, use the word in a sentence, and then repeat the word again.

· You may prorate at 10 words per list until you hit an error.

· Drop back to a previous list if the student appears to be missing more than 50%. Do at least one complete list at the instructional level (50-90%). 

· Record any notable behaviors (i.e., sounding out without automaticitiy, fidgeting, etc.).

Level I

	1. bump
	Why do you have a bump on your head?

	2. net
	He caught a butterfly in his net.

	3. with
	Will you sit with me?

	4. trap
	Can the mouse to escape from that trap?

	5. chin
	Dad has a on his chin. 

	6. bell
	Listen for the bell that rings every hour.

	7. shade
	They ate their picnic in the shade.

	8. pig
	The farmer’s pig loved to eat. 

	9. drum
	He beat the drum too loudly.

	10. hid
	The dog hid under the bed.

	11. father
	Another word for dad is father.

	12. track
	The train track is made of steel.

	13. pink
	Her favorite color is pink.

	14. drip
	Turn the faucet so water doesn’t drip.

	15. brave
	The soldier was brave and courageous.

	16. job
	Mom works hard at her new job.

	17. sister
	My sister is the youngest in our family.

	18. slide
	Her favorite thing at the playground is the slide.

	19. box
	The mailman delivered a large box for you.

	20. white
	The first snow made our backyard white.


Level II

	1. batted
	He batted first and got a base hit.

	2. such
	The drive took such a long time!

	3. once
	Many stories start with “Once upon a time.”

	4. chop
	My uncle can chop wood with his ax.

	5. milk
	They couldn’t eat their cereal without milk.

	6. funny
	That joke was so funny.

	7. start
	What time will they start the race?

	8. glasses
	She couldn’t see without her glasses.

	9. hugging
	There was lots of hugging when the relatives came.

	10. named
	He named his dog Mudge.

	11. pool
	She jumped into the pool.

	12. stick
	Just stick the post-it note here to remind you.

	13. when
	When is your birthday?

	14. easy
	The game is easy to learn. 

	15. make
	Let’s make the bed.

	16. went
	He went to visit grandma last summer.

	17. shell
	I think a hermit crab used to live in this shell.

	18. pinned
	The tailor pinned her dress with lots of straight pins. 

	19. class
	This class will help you learn about science.

	20. boat
	The boat glided across the lake. 

	21. story
	The characters in that story are animals.

	22. plain
	She likes plain and simple clothes.

	23. smoke
	You could see the smoke from miles away.

	24. size
	I think I need a bigger size of shoe.

	25. sleep
	He was so tired he wanted to sleep in the car.


Level III

	1. find
	I am trying to find my shoe.

	2. paint
	She will paint the house today.

	3. crawl
	The baby learned to crawl.

	4. dollar
	I bought a soda for a dollar.

	5. knife
	Tom cut the meat with a knife.

	6. mouth
	I put the cookie in my mouth.

	7. fought
	The soldiers fought on the battlefield.

	8. comb
	Comb your hair before leaving the house. 

	9. useful
	When I write, a pencil is a useful tool.

	10. circle
	Draw a circle around the correct answer.

	11. early
	He goes to school early in the morning.

	12. letter
	I wrote a letter to my father.

	13. weigh
	How much do the bananas weigh?

	14. real
	Pinocchio wanted to be a real boy.

	15. tight
	My shoes are too tight.

	16. sock
	Cindy could not find a match for her purple sock. 

	17. voice
	Her voice is beautiful when she sings.

	18. campfire
	They sat around the campfire and toasted marshmallows.

	19. keeper
	The king is the keeper of the treasure.

	20. throat
	I have a sore throat.

	21. waving
	She is waving goodbye.

	22. carried
	I carried my backpack.

	23. scratch
	Don’t scratch your nails on the chalkboard.

	24. tripping
	She was always tripping over her own two feet.

	25. nurse
	The nurse took care of the patient in the hospital.


Level IV

	1. square
	A square is a shape.

	2. hockey
	I love to watch hockey games.

	3. helmet
	Mike wore a helmet while riding his bike.

	4. allow
	Will my parents allow me to stay up until midnight? 

	5. skipping
	Skipping breakfast makes me tired.

	6. ugly
	He thought his painting was ugly.

	7. hurry
	You need to hurry, or you will miss school.

	8. bounce
	The children bounce the basketball during recess.

	9. lodge
	After skiing, Tom and Jill went to the lodge. 

	10. fossil
	The dinosaur fossil was on display in the museum.

	11. traced
	She traced the picture.

	12. lumber
	Craig purchased the lumber at the hardware store. 

	13. middle
	I woke up in the middle of the night.

	14. striped
	Candy canes are striped white and red.

	15. bacon
	Mark ate bacon and eggs for breakfast.

	16. capture
	She tried to capture the turkey with her bare hands. 

	17. damage
	What damage was done by the tornado? 

	18. nickel
	I have a nickel in my pocket.

	19. barber
	The barber cut his hair.

	20. curve
	She drove around the curve in the road.

	21. statement
	A statement ends with a period.

	22. collar
	My dog wore her collar.

	23. parading
	The circus performers were parading down Main Street.

	24. sailor
	The sailor was at sea for six months.

	25. wrinkle
	Susan has a wrinkle on her dress.

	26. dinner
	Kristin ate a steak for dinner.

	27. medal
	The soldier was awarded a medal for his bravery.

	28. tanner
	A tanner works with animal hide. 

	29. dimmed
	I dimmed the lights to go to sleep.

	30. careful
	You may slip on the ice if you are not careful.


Level V

	1. enclosed
	You will find the letter enclosed in the envelope.

	2. piece
	I would like another piece of cake.

	3. novel
	Tom Sawyer is the best novel I’ve ever read.

	4. lecture
	Today’s science lecture was very interesting. 

	5. pillar
	The pillar at the front of the building was made of stone.

	6. confession
	I have a confession to make.

	7. aware
	Are you aware that it’s raining outside?

	8. loneliest
	She must be the loneliest person on earth.

	9. service
	The service at the restaurant was great.

	10. loyal
	The loyal puppy followed the little boy.

	11. expansion
	The expansion of the west occurred when new states were formed.

	12. production
	We saw a great production of  Little Shop of Horrors at my high school.

	13. deposited
	My paycheck was deposited in the bank.

	14. creature
	The creature in the horror movie was scary.

	15. revenge
	She got revenge when she hit him back. 

	16. awaiting
	She was at home awaiting his call.

	17. unskilled
	People who are unskilled have trouble finding work.

	18. installment
	I just paid the last installment on my car.

	19. horrible
	I saw a horrible accident.

	20. relate
	This job requires that you relate well to others.

	21. earl
	The queen recognized the bravery of the earl.

	22. uniform
	He must wear a special uniform for his job.

	23. rifle
	The boy went hunting with his father’s rifle.

	24. correction
	I made the correction in the document in red ink.

	25. discovering
	The scientist became famous after discovering the cure.

	26. retirement
	My dad says he wants a big retirement party next year.

	27. salute
	I saw the soldier salute the flag.

	28. treasure
	The pirates found the hidden treasure.

	29. homemade
	I like homemade cookies.

	30. conviction
	Tom’s conviction about telling the truth was so strong that he never lied.


Level VI

	1. absence 
	The absence of rules in the classroom created a problem. 

	2. civilize
	New laws were passed to help civilize the society.

	3. accomplish
	I want to accomplish my goal of becoming an astronaut.

	4. prohibition
	The state put a prohibition on hunting during the summer months.

	5. pledge
	I pledge allegiance to the flag.

	6. sensibility
	Her sensibility towards animals made her a better vet.

	7. official
	The official in the game made me mad.

	8. inspire
	The music will inspire you.

	9. permission
	I give you permission to go to the library during class.

	10. irrelevant
	The witnesses’ testimony was irrelevant to the case.

	11. conclusion
	The conclusion of the story was surprising.

	12. invisible
	Harry Potter’s cloak made him invisible.

	13. democratic
	Voting is part of the democratic process.

	14. responsible
	Students are held responsible for their behavior in class.

	15. description
	Please give a description of the accident.

	16. accidental
	The fall was accidental when she tripped over the cord.

	17. composition
	My English composition took a long time to write.

	18. relying
	I am relying on my mother to drive me to my friend’s house.

	19. changeable
	The weather is very changeable at the beach.

	20. amusement
	I rode the roller coaster at the amusement park.

	21. conference
	I need a conference with my teacher.

	22. advertise
	To get your business going, you need to advertise in the newspaper.

	23. opposition
	When we played football the opposition was strong.

	24. community
	In the summer we go swimming at the community center.

	25. advantage
	He had the advantage of being first in line.

	26. cooperation
	Winning the game requires cooperation between all the payers.

	27. spacious
	The spacious rooms in my new house allowed for more furniture.

	28. carriage
	Years ago people rode around in a horse and carriage.

	29. presumption
	In court there is a presumption of innocence until proven guilty.

	30. appearance
	The principal made an appearance at the assembly.


Level VII

	1. illiteracy
	Some poor countries also have high illiteracy rates.

	2. communicate
	People use telephones to communicate. 

	3. irresponsible
	It is irresponsible to leave the stove turned on. 

	4. succeed
	To succeed on the test it is important to study. 

	5. patience
	One needs patience when waiting in a doctor’s office.

	6. confident
	A confident person is usually optimistic too. 

	7. analyze
	The assignment is to analyze the graph. 

	8. tomatoes
	The tomatoes were large and juicy. 

	9. beret
	The woman wore a beret to keep her head warm. 

	10. unbearable
	On some days, the heat in August can be unbearable. 

	11. hasten
	The artist fanned the wet paint to hasten drying.

	12. aluminum
	The recipe suggested covering the pan with aluminum foil. 

	13. miserable
	The weather was miserable, as it was windy, rainy, and freezing. 

	14. subscription
	The magazine subscription was a birthday gift.  

	15. exhibition
	The gallery hosted an exhibition of the artist’s paintings. 

	16. device
	A peeler is device that removes vegetable skins. 

	17. regretted
	The tourist regretted that she forgot her camera. 

	18. arisen
	Many people predicted the problems that have arisen from the flood. 

	19. miniature
	The toddler had a miniature kitchen to pretend he is a chef. 

	20. monopoly
	It seems that Microsoft has a monopoly on computer software. 

	21. dissolve
	The tablet will dissolve in water.  

	22. equipped
	The honor student was equipped to do well in college. 

	23. solemn
	The funeral was a solemn event.  

	24. correspond
	In order to correspond, he wrote weekly letters to his friend.

	25. emphasize
	The reader raised her voice to emphasize the exclamation point. 

	26. scoundrel
	A scoundrel is a person who is evil deliberately. 

	27. cubic
	The box was measured in cubic inches. 

	28. flexible
	Parents of young children appreciate a flexible work schedule. 

	29. arctic
	The arctic weather ushered in the snow.  

	30. necessary
	It is necessary to have air in the bike tires. 


Level VIII

	1. meddle
	The parents told their daughter not to meddle with her sister’s diary. 

	2. posture
	She was elegant and walked with an erect posture.

	3. knuckle
	He hit his knuckle on the table to make a tapping sound. 

	4. succumb
	The young teenager did not want to succumb to the peer pressure.

	5. newsstand
	The commuter stopped at a newsstand each morning for the paper. 

	6. permissible
	It is not permissible to speak too loudly in study hall. 

	7. transparent
	The cellophane used to wrap the gift basket was transparent. 

	8. assumption
	I made an assumption that he liked sports since he played two. 

	9. pennant
	The New York Yankees have won the pennant many times. 

	10. boutique
	The boutique sold exclusive clothing and jewelry. 

	11. wooden
	The wooden horse was the children’s favorite toy. 

	12. warrant
	The judge issued a warrant to search the crime scene. 

	13. probable
	The weather forecaster said rain is probable this weekend. 

	14. respiration
	The old dog’s respiration was heavy following the long walk. 

	15. reverse
	The driver put the car in reverse to get out of the parking spot. 

	16. olympic
	The 50-meter pool was olympic size. 

	17. gaseous
	The gaseous substance had a strong odor. 

	18. subtle
	The walls had a subtle touch of blue making them look white. 

	19. bookkeeping
	To track the expenses the company maintained accurate bookkeeping. 

	20. fictional
	Captain Hook is a fictional character.

	21. overrate
	Citizens overrate their local politicians even if they dislike national ones. 

	22. granular
	I prefer granular sugar to cubes to sweeten my coffee. 

	23. endorse
	It is no surprise that the union will endorse the Democratic candidate. 

	24. insistent
	The journalist was insistent that the celebrity answer one question. 

	25. snorkel
	Fins, mask, and a snorkel are helpful for observing the sea life. 

	26. personality
	The secretary had an outgoing personality.  

	27. prosperous
	The prosperous community had excellent schools and beautiful homes. 

	28. impurities
	The water filter will remove some of the impurities. 
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